ENG 2D English

Iambic Pentameter Worksheet
Iambic pentameter is meter that Shakespeare nearly always used when writing in verse. Most of his plays were written in iambic pentameter, except for lower-class characters who speak in prose.

What is Iambic Pentameter?

Iambic Pentameter has:

· Ten syllables in each line

· Five pairs of alternating unstressed and stressed syllables  (stressed is marked with an x,      unstressed with a u)

· The rhythm in each line sounds like:  ba-BUM / ba-BUM / ba-BUM / ba-BUM / ba-BUM 

Most of Shakespeare’s famous quotations fit into this rhythm. For example:

u   x         u     x      u      x         u    x          u      x

If mu- / -sic be / the food / of love, / play on 

Each pair of syllables is called an iambus. You’ll notice that each iambus is made up of one unstressed and one stressed beat (ba-BUM). This is called an iambic foot.

1. Place the stress on the appropriate syllable in the following two-syllable words.  HINT: All of the words have at least one stressed syllable.  Two of the words have two stressed syllables. (u- unstressed, x- stressed)
Macbeth
music

Metro

disarm

coffee

exit


exam

homerun 
delay

baby

jolly

barefoot


2. Which of the above words represent iambic feet on their own?  Remember and iambic foot is an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable.
3. Each of the following lines of poetry follows a different meter.  Mark the stressed syllables in each line.

Once upon a midnight dreary


I met a traveler from an antique land

 
They raised their limbs like lifeless tools

‘Tis to create and in creating live

4. Which of the above lines are examples of iambic pentameter?  Hint:  Since pentameter means a line has five feet and an iambic foot has 2 syllables, a line of iambic pentameter has 10 syllables (5X2=10).
