Formula for a Well-Written News Article 
1. First paragraph In your first one or two sentences tell who, what, when, where, and why. Try to hook the reader by beginning with a funny, clever, or surprising statement. Go for variety: try beginning your article with a question or a provocative statement. 
2. Second/Third/Fourth paragraphs Give the reader the details. Include one or two quotes from people you interviewed. Write in the third person (he, she, it, they). Be objective -- never state your opinion. Use quotes to express others' opinions! 
3. Last paragraph Wrap it up somehow ( don't leave the reader hanging. Please don't say...."In conclusion" or "To finish..." (yawn!) Try ending with a quote or a catchy phrase. 

• Use active words (verbs that show what's really happening.) 

• Take notes when you interview. Write down quotes! 

• Tell the really interesting info first! 

Students will be able to demonstrate the ability to incorporate elements of effective writing known as DOAL:
*Development: information, arguments or ideas are fully developed and expanded upon.
*Organization: information, arguments or ideas are logically and purposefully organized and consistently maintained throughout the piece according to an established plan.
*Attention to Audience: effectively addresses the needs and characteristics of the identified audience.
*Language: consistently uses good language choices to enhance the text.
Writing a Newspaper Article Organizer/Rubric 
Headline (5 pts.):
The headline is the title of the article and expresses the main idea of the story using direct and dramatic action verbs and nouns.


Byline: Often listed after the title, the byline gives the name of the person writing the story and his or her title.
 

Lead (5 pts): 
The lead is the first sentence in the article, and it gives the most important information to “hook” the reader’s attention.

 
Body: (50 pts):
The body is the main part of the article, and it contains the five Ws.
 Who?

 What?

 Where? 

 When?

 Why?

Write three or four important details about the story (10 pts).

Include summary or final detail (10 pts).

The article must be factual and unbiased (10 pts).

Use appropriate writing mechanics: spelling, grammar, syntax, voice (10pts).
 

